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A word from the Headmaster 

Peter Clague, Headmaster 

Construction of a new building is always 
a fascinating process, especially so in 
a school.  Months spent poring over an 
architect’s plans, trying to translate tidy 
ruled lines into three-dimensional images 
of classrooms and communal spaces.  Just 
as a footprint does not reveal the person 
who left it, neither does a floor-plan tell 
the full story of what will stand upon it. 
imagination is required and throughout the 
planning stages a tension builds; have we 
foreseen all future usage, covered every 
visual aspect, seized the opportunities the 
structure may offer?  will the buildings 
come to life the way our dreams conceive 
them?

in the case of Bromsgrove’s long-awaited 
Performing Arts facilities, the pressures 
were greater still.  theatres and Concert 
Halls are iconic buildings, a representation 
of what a community values.  Add to 
the mix the delicate fact that we are 
adapting part of our treasured heritage, 
the historic routh Hall.  not to mention the 
symbolism of using the project to provide 
a more obvious physical link between the 
Preparatory and senior schools.

what a joy then, to have watched this term 
as the Cobham theatre and routh Concert 
Hall have finally begun to take form.  
Alongside them, a new Music school and a 
Drama/Dance/recording studio have risen 

from the ground, exciting additions to our 
educational offering.  But it is the interiors 
of the two large performance venues that 
evoke the greatest excitement.  

A highlight of my week is to don hard hat 
and boots and walk through the interiors of 
routh and Cobham, delighting in the rapid 
progress of their conversion and breathing 
a quiet sigh of relief that our dreams are 
indeed being realized.  even amidst the 
scaffolding and wet mortar, it is not hard 
to stand and picture the curtain rising on 
these new stages, imagining the sights and 
sounds by which we will be transported 
within these magnificent venues.
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national netball Champs Again and Again....   
After winning the independent schools national Final our u15 netball team went on to compete at another national Final, 
organised by School Sport Magazine.  They played magnificently throughout the match to emerge as victors against Lingfield 
notre Dame school, with a score of 66-22. 

As if this wasn’t enough, a few days later they also won the severn stars sky sports schools’ Challenge  and deservedly 
received a standing ovation in routh Assembly for all their success.

well done to the team: Freya Harper, emily Clark, ruby Hanke, Corey McgLynn, Hannah sahota, imogen vaughan- 
Hawkins,Kitty Luscombe, Kate Morrice, Katie Burke, Hannah Pover and Katie ranger.

Cookery Class  
A group of sixth Formers took part in a 
cookery class run by Head Chef, Chris 
Prosser and the school’s nutritionist, 
georgia obertelli.  the purpose of the 
class was to introduce the students to 
cooking simple yet nutritious meals, in 
preparation for living independently. 

Five dishes, including Pasta Bolognese 
and garlic Bread, were created from 
scratch by the students with help and 
advice from Chris and georgia.  At the 
end of the cookery session the students 
sat down to enjoy their meal together.
  



B r o M s g r o v i A n  n e w s  r e v i e w  L e n t  2 0 1 7  i s s u e  3

science week  
Year 3 and 4 had great fun celebrating British science week with a whole day dedicated to the subject. the fun started 
with a House science quiz and all pupils enjoyed meeting an eccentric scientist who needed the children to use their 
knowledge to save the exploratorium science machine from imploding.  throughout the morning children took part 
in experiments including testing a blubber glove, making toothpaste, finding the strongest magnet and recreating the 
digestive system.

grandparents 
Year 1 pupils and staff were delighted 
to welcome so many grandparents to 
school for a special visit. 

the children and their grandparents 
participated in a carousel of fun and 
interesting activities and then the pupils 
performed a small assembly for their 
important guests. 



well done to embark, our Young 
enterprise team, who achieved great 
success at the trade fair stage of the 
Company of the Year competition. 
the team walked away with the Best 
trade stand Award and Best overall 
Company. not only did they continue 
their fantastic sales record, earning 
another £100, but they also earned 
£75 in prize money which will help 
their efforts as they progress through 
the competition. 
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the iB2 visual Art end of year show 
was a huge success; thank you to 
everyone who came to support the 

students. the exhibition is an assessed 
component of the visual Arts course 
and the students worked hard to 

display their work in context with the 
themes and concepts they have been 
exploring.

 Young enterprise 

iB Art show 
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shooting news     

Luke Lau and vasilii Borisov took 
part in the northampton tennis 
tournament.  in round 1 Luke 
played against a higher rated player 
from northampton, in wet weather 
conditions and, despite his opponent 
being ranked much higher, Luke won 
the match 4-2 4-0.  At the same time 
vasilii had a tough match but also 
defeated a higher ranking player in 
three sets 3-4 4-1 10-4. 

these results took both players 
forward to the next round where they 
faced each other. vasilii came out on 
top winning 4-2 4-0, gaining a place 
in the final match, and Luke a place 
in the third place play-offs where he 
finished in overall 4th place.   

In the final, Vasilii faced another 
strong opponent but managed to win 
in straight sets 4-0 4-3 taking home 
the trophy. 
 

over 200 shooters took part in the 
sabatti Challenge. in the novice 
class isabella walters scored 65/100 
and Dmitry starikov scored 76/100, 
finishing top in this class and winning 
a sabatti Falcon shotgun. in the 
schools Challenge competition 
Dmitry scored 38/50 and isabella 
was awarded the bronze medal 
for her third place score of 40/50. 
isabella has also been chosen as the 
cover girl for this year’s game Fair 
magazine. 

tennis  

revision Courses 
A large number of our Fifth Form 
stayed at school at the end of term to 
participate in some intensive revision 
courses led by our staff. we are pleased 
to report that all the hard work was 
rewarded with good food at the end of 
each day! 
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eco Day 
the Prep’s eco Committee took part in the Keep Britain Clean campaign. wearing high visibility jackets kindly donated 
by tesco, and armed with litter pickers and bags they searched the area surrounding school for litter. the committee was 
amazed that in just half an hour they managed to collect six bags of rubbish. well done to everyone involved.

iB1 students organised an easter 
afternoon tea party in Housman Hall for 
their CAs Project. 

they invited elderly residents from 
residential homes across Bromsgrove to 
join in with some easter themed crafts, 
live music performed by the students 
and a very competitive game of bingo, 
which was enjoyed by young and old 
alike.  the students had also baked 
cakes to treat the residents who really 
appreciated the fun afternoon.  

easter Party 
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Bear in space 

twenty Lower sixth students attended 
the oxford and Cambridge student 
Conference at edgbaston stadium. 
they heard lectures about oxford 

and Cambridge life and learnt how to 
make a competitive application. every 
subject was represented, with lecturers 
and existing oxbridge students giving 

talks and Q&A sessions. the  students 
found it to be an enlightening and 
helpful trip, focussing their minds on 
future university plans.

After weeks of waiting, excited Year 2 
children watched as Bromsgrove Bear 
was launched into space. A video 
camera attached to the bear captured 
live footage of the mission, and pupils 
were able to watch the bear’s journey 
as he ascended to a height of 35km. 
A GPS tracker enabled them to find 
out where Bromsgrove Bear eventually 
landed so that he could be retrieved, 
along with the images and videos that 
were captured during the flight. 

A competition was held for the children 
to predict where the landing site would 
be, plotting their predictions onto maps 
of the uK. winners were rewarded with 
an exclusive ‘Mission Patch’ similar to 
that worn by neil Armstrong and tim 
Peake.

oxbridge Conference 
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Jazz gig 
the second Jazz gig of the year, this time with a Motown theme, wowed the audience with wonderful programming and solid 
playing from many of our leading Prep and senior ensembles as well as from some newly-formed groups. the Hospitality suite 
was packed, and the appreciative audience was treated to two hours of great musical variety. Yet again we were left feeling so 
proud of all the achievements of the pupils whose talents really are going from strength to strength. 

Cricket 
The U15 girls’ cricket team finished as 
runners-up in the County indoor Lady 
taverners tournament. 

As the tournament progressed, our girls 
played more amd more confidently, 
winning two of their three games.  we 
look forward to their season ahead.  
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swimming 
the senior swimming team 
competed in our own invitational 
gala at the Abbey stadium in 
redditch. with twenty teams 
competing for the silverware, 
the standard was high and our 
swimmers performed superbly well 
to come away with six medals.

the senior boys’ team won gold in 
the 4 x 50m medley relay and in 
the freestyle relay they were just 
beaten on the touch in the final by 
King Alfred’s to attain silver. 

the senior girls’ freestyle team 
swam well to win the gold medal 
in the 4 x 50m and bronze medals 
were secured by the senior girls’ 
medley relay team, u15 girls’ 
medley team and u15 girls’ 
freestyle team. 
.



B r o M s g r o v i A n  n e w s  r e v i e w  L e n t  2 0 1 7  i s s u e  3

CCF Dinner   

MUN 
Fourteen delegates travelled to 
the Haileybury Mun conference 
to debate as representatives of 
Antigua and Barbuda, Lithuania and 
Yemen. All the delegates participated 
with enthusiasm and maturity but 
particular mention goes to Danny 
guo and vlad Krhypun, who both 
had their resolutions passed, and 
to Harry nichols who was placed as 
the Highly Commended delegate for 
his committee; a real achievement at 
such a large conference. 

Bromsgrove CCF Dinner night was 
held in March. the CCF Band 
started the night off by playing for the 
assembled guests and senior cadets. 
Formal Dinner was enjoyed by all the 
cadets and staff and after dinner the 
Loyal toast was followed by speeches 
with our principle guest, Honorary 
Colonel Michael Collie, giving a very 
interesting talk on the values of the 
British Army using an array of hats to 
link each value.
.

informal Prep 
Prep school musicians treated 
parents, teachers and friends 
to variety of performances in an 
excellent informal concert. the 
occasion gave our young performers 
a valuable opportunity to play to an 
audience and share their musical 
talents. Congratulations to all those 
who took part and a big ‘thank you’ 
to the visiting music staff who work 
so hard to teach and inspire their 
pupils.
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Cultures Concert 

Prep Charities   
After presentations from the Year 8 
Charities Committee, Prep school 
pupils voted to support the British Heart 
Foundation and Primrose Hospice in 
their annual Charity week. 

Pupils had a wonderful week, both 
organising and participating in various 
activities. ‘splat the teacher’ was a 
popular choice, with pupils having the 
opportunity to soak their favourites with 
soggy sponges, there was a ‘hook a 
duck’ stall and various tombolas and 
challenges and the bake sales attracted 
bakers and hungry crowds alike.  

we look forward to hearing how much 
has been raised when school returns 
after easter. 

Dental school 
 
Year 4 were very much inspired 
when Mr Mein, a dentist, visited. 
they were fascinated by his 
extremely informative and interactive 
talk which amongst many facts, 
included: understanding how eating 
at different times of the day affects 
our teeth; learning how to brush our 
teeth effectively; finding out that the 
snail has thousands of teeth and an 
elephant’s tusks are actually incisors.

u13 Boys’ Hockey  
The U13A hockey team took part in the IAPS National Finals at Millfield 
School where they finished third in their group and went on to contest the 
Plate competition. They defeated All Hallows 2-0 in the Plate quarter final, 
Hazlegrove 3-2 in the Plate semi-final with a  golden goal in extra time, and 
won the Plate Final 4-1 versus the Beacon. this gave the team an overall 
ranking of 9th in the united Kingdom. 
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workshop  
Year 6 took part in workshops 
entitled My Mate Fancies You led by 
Loudmouth theatre Company. 

this well researched and interactive 
programme allows pupils to explore 
the often daunting changes associated 
with puberty and growing up in both a 
fun and highly informative way.  they 
were able to ask questions they might 
otherwise be unsure of asking, in a safe 
and welcoming environment during the 
workshops.  
. 

Arctic Live 
our Year 3 pupils were extremely fortunate to be one of only 135 groups of children worldwide to participate in Digital explorer’s 
“Arctic Live 2017” event. they enjoyed taking part in an innovative and pioneering learning experience, connecting live in real-
time via skype with an expedition team in the northern-most permanent settlement in the world, ny-Ålesund.

this was an experience that Year 3 are unlikely to ever forget, and one which has certainly enhanced their learning about  their 
topic of ice worlds  the pupils unanimously gave the learning session  “10- or more- ‘awesome stars’ out of 10”, which we 
think is high praise indeed.



Bromsgrovian news 

D of e 
old Bromsgrovians Kirsty Beswick, 
Brittany Collie, Paige Maddox, Amy 
Mason-towers, imogen sapstead, Dan 
stokes and nicole wijnen were reunited 
when they attended st James’s Palace to 
receive their gold Duke of edinburgh’s 
Awards. 

they enjoyed music on arrival and 
received a celebratory speech 
from actress Joanne Froggate who 
commended them for their perseverance 
and determination to complete the 
award. HrH the Duke of edinburgh 
also attended the ceremony and asked 
our pupils where they had completed 
their expeditions and what they had 
done for their residential section. our 
oBs executed themselves with aplomb 
in conversation with HrH and were 
then presented their certificates by Mrs 
Froggate.
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wg Boys 
old Bromsgrovians viet Duong, greg Kozhinov, stefan shakhazizyan, Leo Hu and 
Arsen Melikyan visited their former Housemaster, Mr Bell and Housemother, Jean 
Bachelor in wendron-gordon. the group all now live in London and are in their 
final year of university.



Bromsgrovian news Afterjam 
we wish good luck to nathaniel wilde 
(HH 00-11) on his new venture, 
Afterjam.  nathaniel’s aim has been to 
design a brand which would seamlessly 
blend with the vibe of the mountain ski 
resorts.
 
Having skied on the British university 
circuit, nathaniel knows what raw talent 
this scene holds. the company offers 
sponsorships and opportunities to 
become Brand Ambassadors and they 
are constantly on the lookout for talented 
individuals to expand the AfterJam 
family. 

As a gesture to the school, nathaniel has 
created a discount code (BroMs25) on 
the Afterjam website which will provide 
anyone who uses it with 25% off. 
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school Archivist, nikki thorpe, has 
recently had an article published in 
who Do You think You Are? magazine. 
It’s definitely worth a read if you are 
interested in the school’s history.
the full version is also in the news section 
of the school website.

nancy wilkes
1935-2016
A ceremony to plant a flowering cherry 
tree at the Prep school in memory of 
nancy wilkes, a former school secretary,  
was held in February. three generations 
of nancy’s family were joined by former 
members of staff to pay tribute to her for 
her loyal service to the school.

Former Headmaster Jim Page led the 
tributes and nancy’s son, roy, and 
daughter Judy, completed the planting 
of the tree. the occasion concluded with 
Frances Page reading A e Housman’s 
Loveliest of trees the cherry now.

who do you think you are? 



Bromsgrovian news 

HK Police  
guy shirra (60-65) met fellow old 
Bromsgrovian Howard Kwan (e 06-10) at 
the HK Police tactical unit Passing out 
Parade in March. thank you to guy for 
the photograph.
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oB rugby 

Congratulations to James Freeman (Ly 
04-09) on his new two-year deal with 
exeter Chiefs. James hopes to make his 
mark on the Aviva Premiership having 
been with the Championship side, 
Jersey reds. James initially started at 
worcester warriors in their Academy 
system, followed by Loughborough 
university and then Jersey, where 
he has established himself as one of 
the stand-out performers within the 
Championship. 

Congratulations also to Justin Clegg (Ly 
04-15) and Henry walker (e 05-16) on 
their england rugby u20 selection v 
ireland in March. 

James Freeman 
photo credit: Jersey reds

Henry walker 
photo credit: england rugby

Justin Clegg 
photo credit: england rugby

Future OB Events 
Thursday 27th April  Appreciation Lunch for Donors and Legacy society Members
Saturday 1st July  old Bromsgrovian Marquee at Commem
Saturday 9th September  1970-1979 Leavers’ reunion

For more information about any of these events please contact Megan Griffiths or Jenny Bossard in the  Alumni Office.  


